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In  A Syntax of Substance, David Adger
proposes a new approach to phrase
structure that eschews functional heads and
labels structures exocentrically. His
proposal simultaneously simplifies the
syntactic system and restricts the range of
possible structures, ruling out the
ubiquitous (remnant) roll-up derivations
and forcing a separation of arguments from
their apparent heads. This new system has
a number of empirical consequences,
which Adger explores in the domain of
relational nominals across different
language families, including Germanic,
Romance, Celtic, Polynesian, and Semitic.
He shows that the relationality of such
nouns as  hand,  edge, or  mother -- which
seem to have as part of their meaning a
relation between substances -- is actually
part of the syntactic representation in
which they are used rather than an inherent
part of their meaning. This empirical
outcome follows directly from the new
syntactic system, as does a novel analysis
of PP complements to nouns and
possessors. Given this, he argues that
nouns can, in general, be thought of as
simply specifications of substance,
differentiating them from true predicates. 
A Syntax of Substance offers an innovative
contribution to debates in theoretical
syntax about the nature of syntactic
representations and how they connect to
semantic interpretation and linear order.

We've started our countdown to National Handbag Day on October 10, and that means we'll have special features for
you every day, right up to the big event! Today, we're here to talk about the intersection of celebrity and accessories, and
more specifically, how the two can become intertwined in public consciousness for years.  The kinds of stars who carry
a particular bag do a lot to shape the market's perception of it and the designer who created it, which is why so many
brands give out free bags to stars now: they're hoping to create positive associations. In the cases you see below, though,
things came along a little bit more naturally. You can't rush love, after all.  Think of a bag-celeb duo we missed? Let us
know in the comments!
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